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Brief History of Pediatric Surgery and Establishment Stages in Turkey

Gocuk Cerrahisinin Kisa Tarihgesi ve Turkiye’de Kurulus Asamalari
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ABSTRACT

Past, present and future affect each other directly and indirectly. For this reason,
the history of medicine is of great importance in understanding how today's
medicine was shaped as it became today and in planning the future of medicine
by analyzing the processes it went through. Although medical knowledge has
increased cumulatively over the ages, the rate of increase in knowledge in the
last century has required more the need for specialization in medicine and many
fields of specialization have emerged. The field of pediatric surgery has emerged
in the modern sense in the last sixty years in Turkey and reached its current form.
For this reason, medical historians have closely witnessed the birth, growth and
development of pediatric surgery, as it is a very young surgical discipline.
Knowing the journey of the pediatric surgery specialty from the past to the
present will help pediatric surgeons to understand the current state of their field.
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OZET

Gegmis, gliniimuiz ve gelecek birbirini dogrudan ve dolayli olarak etkilemektedir.
Bu nedenle tip tarihi, giinUmuz tibbinin bugiin nasil sekillendigini anlamak ve
tibbin gegirdigi slregleri analiz ederek gelecegini planlamak agisindan buytk
onem tagimaktadir. Tip bilgilerinin g¢aglar boyunca kimdlatif olarak artis
gostermesine ragmen, son yizyilda bilgi artis hizi tipta daha fazla uzmanlasma
ihtiyacini gerektirmis ve birgok uzmanlik alani ortaya g¢ikarmistir. Cocuk cerrahisi
alani, Turkiye'de son altmis yilda modern anlamda ortaya ¢ikmis ve buginki
haline ulagmistir. Bu nedenle tip tarihgileri oldukga geng bir cerrahi disiplin olan
gocuk cerrahisinin dogumuna, blyiime ve gelismesine yakindan taniklik etmistir.
Cocuk cerrahisi alaninin gegmisten glinimiize olan yolculugunu bilmek, gocuk
cerrahlarinin  kendi alanlarinin  mevcut durumunu anlamalarina yardimci
olacaktir.
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The records of surgical diseases of infants and children were first encountered
in the Sumerian tablets in 3500 BC, in the myth known as 'Enki and Nimnah: The
creation of man'. While the creation of man was celebrated on the tablets at the
banquet table with alcoholic drinks, the Goddess Nimnah, jealous of Enki's
creation of the perfect man, created six babies with anomalies. The fourth baby
was described as urinary incontinence, the fifth baby as infertile, and the sixth
baby as ambiguus genitale. This myth is important because these diseases are
mentioned for the first time in history, and it is thought that it may indicate the
teratogenic effect of alcohol (1-2).

Figure 1. A tablet from the myth of 'Enki and Nimnah: The Creation of Man' on
the Sumerian Tablets, Louvre Museum (1).

In the 15th century, Amasyal Serafettin Sabuncuoglu first mentioned the
surgical problems of infants and children in 'Cerrahiyet’ll Haniye (or Cerrahiye-i
ilhaniye)' as a comprehensive and scientific medical document in terms of
pediatric surgery. He not only translated the thirtieth volume of the thirty-
volume medical encyclopedia named 'Tasrif' by the Muslim scholar Zehravi, but
also enriched it with additions, arrangements and miniatures in 'Cerrahiyet’ul
Haniye’ and published it and presented it to Sultan of the Ottoman Empire
Mehmet II.

In Cerrahiyet'ul Haniye, surgical approach to diseases such as circumcision and
circumcision errors, hypospadias, labial fusion, inguinal hernia, hydrocele,
anorectal malformation, ambiguus genitale are explained with miniatures.

Figure 4. Inguinal hernia surgery (3).
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Figure 7. Surgical approach to urolithiasis (3).

As can be seen, surgical interventions for infants and children date back
thousands of years, but the development of pediatric surgery occurred after the
establishment of children's hospitals in Turkey as well as all over the world. After
the death of his daughter Hatice Sultan due to diphtheria, Sultan Abdilhamit 2
wanted to build a mosque, fountain or school for his daughter's sake. However,
the proposal to build a children's hospital instead of them by Hatice Sultan's
doctor ibrahim Bey was accepted by the sultan in 1899. It was established in Sisli,
Istanbul under the name of Hamidiye Etfal. Thus, a children's hospital was
established for the first time in Turkey, and a surgical pavilion was also built in
the established hospital (4).

.

Figure 8. Map of Hamidiye Etfal (4).
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The chair of pediatric surgery and orthopedics was first established at Istanbul
University for Doctor Mouchet, an officer of the French occupation army. In
1922, Captain Akif Sakir Bey became an clinical research assistant in this chair.
Pediatric Surgery and Orthopedics courses were added to the curriculum of
Istanbul University Faculty of Medicine for the first time in 1931 by Doctor Akif
Sakir Sakar, and later in 1933, with the University Reform, the Department of
Pediatric Surgery and Orthopedics was established in Sisli Etfal Hospital within
the body of Istanbul University (5-6-7). The first pediatric surgery book in line
with modern medical views was also published by Doctor $akar in 1936 under
the name of ‘Cocuk Cerrahisi ve Ortopedi Klinigi Dersleri’ (8)
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Figure 9. Professor Akif Sakir Sakar, MD. (5).
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Figure 10. First modern textbook of Pediatric Surgery in Turkey (8).
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Doctor ihsan Numanoglu graduated from Istanbul University in 1957 as a
general surgeon. After working in Akif Sakar's clinic, he established the first
modern pediatric surgery and orthopedics clinic at Ege University in 1961. Doctor
Akgiin Higsonmez completed his general surgery residency training, which he
started at Ankara University, in 1959 at Ege University. Then, he received
Pediatric Surgery training at Pittsburgh Children's Hospital in 1961 and at
Memphis Le Bonheur Children's Hospital between 1962 and 1963. In 1963, he
established a pediatric surgery clinic in Hacettepe Children's Hospital. (9-10) They
are considered the founding professors of pediatric surgery.
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Figure 12. Professor Akglin Higsonmez, MD. (12).

According to the 1961 specialization statute prepared by the Ministry of Health
with the proposal of the Ege University Faculty of Medicine, Pediatric Surgery
and Orthopedics were separated from each other and became separate
specialization branches (13). According to the 1961 medical specialty statute,
'Pediatric Surgeon’ is a title obtained with a 3-year specialization after 2 years of
specialization in the 'surgery group or general health group'. (13) According to
the medical specialty statute of 1962; In order to become a pediatric surgeon, it
is necessary to be a general surgeon with 4 years of training and then 2 years of
pediatric surgery training. (14) According to the medical specialty statute
published in 1973, 'Pediatric Surgery' became a specialty after medical
education. (15) In 1982, Pediatric Surgery was defined as a department with the
Higher Education Law No. 2547 and took its current form.
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